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And as far back as 1956, the New York 

Times reported early evidence con-
necting climate change with green-
house gases from fossil fuel combus-
tion. That prescient article concluded 
with a sad commentary: ‘‘Coal and oil 
are still plentiful and cheap in many 
parts of the world, and there is every 
reason to believe that both will be con-
sumed by industry as long as it pays to 
do so.’’ 

Despite the overwhelming scientific 
evidence, many in the Senate refuse to 
accept that climate change is caused 
by human activity. During the Key-
stone Pipeline debate at the end of 
2014, a majority of Senators revealed 
they were in denial about climate 
change. Over the course of three votes 
on resolutions concerning climate 
change. All but one Senator could 
agree that climate change is ‘‘real.’’ 
However, only 14 Republican Senators 
agreed that human activity contrib-
utes to climate change, and only five of 
those Republican Senators would agree 
that human activity significantly con-
tributes to climate change. This denial 
of the link between our greenhouse gas 
emissions and climate change makes 
political action very difficult. 

Several of my colleagues have spoken 
about organizations and industries 
that have actively contributed to the 
political denial of climate change. 
These coordinated campaigns to ob-
scure the facts and defeat legislative 
solutions have succeeded in delaying 
action. 

However, whether we act now to fore-
stall the worst changes or we are 
forced to react to the refugees and the 
floods and the fires after the fact, there 
is no escaping that we must reckon 
with the reality of climate change. 

Fortunately, we have already dem-
onstrated that political progress is pos-
sible. For example, California has im-
plemented several policies to address 
the problem, including a cap-and-trade 
program to return statewide emissions 
back to their 1990 levels by 2020, a re-
newable portfolio standard requiring 50 
percent renewable electricity by 2030, 
regulations to double energy efficiency 
by 2030, a low-carbon fuel standard to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
transportation fuels at least 10 percent 
by 2020, and a program to reach 1 mil-
lion zero-emission vehicles by 2020. 

Here is the thing: Even as California 
is implementing these policies, the 
State continues to grow. The State’s 
economy grew by 2.8 percent last year, 
and unemployment was reduced by 1.3 
percent. Both of those figures are bet-
ter than the national average. 

Combating climate change will grow 
our national economy; ignoring the re-
ality will only weaken it. We will all be 
forced to recognize the reality of cli-
mate change sooner or later. The faster 
we act, the easier it will be to avoid 
catastrophic disasters, disruptions, and 
dislocations. 

This problem requires the sincere, in-
formed collaboration individuals, busi-
nesses, and every level of government. 

It is hard to undertake such a collabo-
ration, however, when well-financed 
special interests dig in their heels, and 
place profits over the public’s needs. 

We are out of time. 
Let’s end the denial of climate 

change and start building sustainable 
energy, water, and transportation in-
frastructure. This transformation will 
be good for our businesses and commu-
nities, and it is what the next genera-
tion needs. 
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FARM CREDIT SYSTEM 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the Farm Credit System and to rec-
ognize the important contributions of 
the Mid Atlantic Farm Credit to Dela-
ware’s farmers and communities. 

When President Woodrow Wilson 
signed the Federal Farm Loan Act of 
1916, he created a robust and reliable 
source of credit for American farmers 
and ranchers that would come to serve 
our rural communities for a century. 
Since its founding, the Farm Credit has 
supported farming operations large and 
small and served as a lifeline for farm-
ers in the face of tremendous hard-
ships—including the Great Depression, 
the Second World War, and the farm 
crisis of the 1980s. 

Today, the Farm Credit System sup-
ports farmers and ranchers with a wide 
variety of financial services, including 
crop insurance, appraisal service, life 
insurance, and the leasing of farm-re-
lated vehicles. By providing farm oper-
ations with the financial trust and sup-
port they need to get up and running or 
survive and thrive through difficult 
times, the Farm Credit System has 
been crucial to the ongoing success of 
our farmers, rural communities, local 
economies, and national agriculture 
sector. The partnership of the Farm 
Credit System with communities 
across the Nation throughout the last 
century has helped to build our coun-
try’s vibrant and thriving agriculture 
sector. 

Across the country, the Farm Credit 
System continues to do a great deal of 
good for the farmers and farm families 
who need help the most, ensuring that 
farmers who are young, beginners, or 
own a small plot have the financial 
footing they need to embark on the dif-
ficult yet rewarding experience of 
starting their own farm operation. By 
supporting organizations such as 4–H 
and the Future Farmers of America, 
the Farm Credit System is working to 
make a brighter future for our farmers 
in the generations to come. 

In Delaware, farms and communities 
rely on the Mid Atlantic Farm Credit 
for those essential services. With 17 
branches across Delaware and our 
neighboring States of Maryland, Penn-
sylvania, and Virginia, the Mid Atlan-
tic Farm Credit supports over 11,000 
members and today has more than $2.5 
billion in outstanding trust. The folks 
there have made a great impact on the 

communities they serve, providing 
scholarships, sponsorships, and their 
own interactive educational learning 
system to continuously support the 
families and businesses they work 
with. The Mid Atlantic Farm Credit’s 
dedication and commitment to their 
customers goes above and beyond their 
responsibilities in agriculture credit 
and funding. 

I am delighted and honored to recog-
nize the Mid Atlantic Farm Credit and 
the Farm Credit System, which for the 
past 100 years has helped meet the 
credit and financial service needs of 
rural communities and allowed Amer-
ican agriculture to flourish in Dela-
ware and across these United States of 
America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WYOMING AIR 
NATIONAL GUARD 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, it is 
a privilege to recognize the Wyoming 
Air National Guard as it celebrates its 
70th anniversary. 

The Wyoming Air National Guard 
boasts a legacy of service that spans 
decades—and generations. Since its for-
mation, dedicated men and women 
from communities throughout Wyo-
ming have provided essential support 
to our State, Nation, and world during 
times of trial. This rich history illus-
trates Wyoming’s devotion and com-
mitment to serving our Nation. 

The Wyoming Air National Guard 
was organized in Cheyenne on August 
10, 1946, and designated the 187th Fight-
er Group. Three years after formation, 
the 187th was tested. During the Great 
Blizzard of 1949, the Guard took to the 
air to aid stranded ranchers, travelers, 
and residents in central and south-
eastern Wyoming. Operations Snow-
bound and Haylift included more than 
200 flyovers to provide much-needed 
supplies, such as food and medicine, to 
those stranded below. In addition, 
members of the 187th provided over 550 
tons of hay to livestock. 

The members of the Wyoming Air 
National Guard have provided mission 
support in nearly every national mili-
tary campaign. During the Korean con-
flict, Wyoming pilots served around the 
world in Germany, Japan, and South 
Korea, flying over 1,500 combat mis-
sions. 

The Guard also served valiantly in 
the face of other major military con-
flicts. In 1953, under the threat of nu-
clear war, the 187th Fighter Group was 
redesignated as the 187th Fighter Inter-
ceptor Squadron. The squadron’s mem-
bers trained relentlessly and routinely 
executed 5-minute simulation drills to 
prepare for attacks from Russian 
bombers. 

During the Vietnam war, the Air 
Guard flew combat zone missions in 
Southeast Asia. In 1966, the group was 
designated as the 153rd Military Airlift 
Group and later as the 153rd 
Aeromedical Airlift Group. Throughout 
the grueling conflict, Wyoming airmen 
flew dangerous missions through rough 
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